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Greetings from the Director 
 

Looking back, 2014, was a busy year with great successes across 
all areas of teaching.  We continue to be so proud of our students.  

In August our English language programme at Baan Kalim school 
was highlighted as one of the best in Thailand. The Ministry of Ed-
ucation evaluated schools with less than 120 students throughout 
Thailand and selected ten high performing schools, with Baan Ka-
lim School being chosen to represent Phuket. The selection was 
based on impressive test scores and the quality of its teaching 
methods. Baan Kalim school was the first school we taught in and 
we are so excited to see that our programme has made a differ-
ence. 

We were also pleased to receive sponsorship from Phuket Condos 
& Homes for a teacher for a year! We were able to add a 7th 
teacher to our teaching team, giving our students access to more 
teachers and a higher quality of learning. Thank you to Phuket 
Condos & Homes.  

Yet again we ran outstanding fundraising events together with 
Pullman Phuket Arcadia, Bliss Beach Club, Trisara, Outrigger and 
Anantara Vacation Club.  A huge thank you to all our sponsors; a 
list of whom can be found at the end of this newsletter.  

Wishing you and your family all the very best for 2015. On behalf 
of the students, teachers, staff and volunteers of Phuket Has Been 

Good To Us – THANK YOU!  
 

Sincerely 
 
 
 

Tina Hall 
Director of Operations 
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What?  

Guinness World Record at-
tempt to drive 1200km in a 
golf cart! 

Who? 

Graham & Mark on behalf of 
PHBTU 

When? 

Throughout March 

Where? 

From Pattaya to Phuket 

Why? 

To raise money for PHBGTU! 

Read more inside! 



What’s new at school 

Teaching over 1,000 children with 6 teachers is a massive undertaking and this semester I have 
been constantly impressed with our teaching team. They have really pulled together in order to 
give our children the best possible chance of success.  

We work in difficult conditions, with no air conditioning, large class sizes and multiple disruptions 
to class schedules, yet our teachers do not complain. They work many Saturdays conducting ex-
tra reading classes and  taking the residential students swimming.  I am lucky to be surrounded 
by such hard working and dedicated professionals and I would like to take this opportunity to pub-
licly thank and acknowledge them.   

Last November we welcomed a 7th teacher to our team who is being generously sponsored by 
Phuket Condos & Homes.  

We are now well into exam preparations and I would like to wish all our students and teachers  
good luck.  
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An update from Senior Teacher Angela 

Follow us on Instagram…… PHBGTU 

 

Like us on Facebook…. www.facebook.com/phukethasbeengoodtous 

 

Follow us on Twitter… @PHBGTU 

We are so SOCIAL! 

Want to keep up with us on social media? Check out how... 
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What’s happening at school 

Student spotlight with Teacher Taylor 
 

Meet Kasama from my P1/2 class! This little ninja here is 
such a gem among her classmates. She has made Star 
Student twice since being in English class as she under-
stands and comprehends classroom work faster than her 
peers. Not only is she a bright little star, Kasama is al-
ways full of smiles, hugs, and peace signs. She's one of 
the many students who often keeps a smile on my face. 
Don't let all the cuteness fool you though, she's still quite 
the little prankster, hilarious none the less.  

It amazes me with this being her first year in a classroom 
setting how well behaved she is. I can give her a task, 
use my little knowledge of "Thainglish" and she's finished 
before you know it. Kasama is going to be one of the stu-
dents a teacher will have to challenge in the classroom. 
She's eager to learn, loves to help out her peers and 
teacher, and displays ample amounts of classroom lead-
ership.  

Mathyom update with Teacher Shah 
 

At Kamala school we teach all six Matayom levels, 
which is equivalent to high school. As the Matayom 
mid term exams are in mid-January, exam preparation 
has been our main focus. Matayom 3 and 6 students 
will be sitting for their O-Net exams in February. This 
O-Net exam is very important as it is the entrance test 
for the next level of their education. For Matayom 3, it 
is the entrance test for Matayom 4 (pre-university) or 
technical college and for Matayom 6, it is the entrance 
test for university admission.  

In order to prepare for their exams, students have to do a lot of translation. They make use of the 
donated dictionaries to translate from Thai to English. They work together in groups to compre-
hend and translate English passages. Students write sentences to practice their grammar and 
sentence construction. Besides that, they sit for reading practices and assessments. They also 
practice using the past years O-Net exam papers to familiarise themselves with the format and 
style of the exams. This is made possible with the donated projector and screen.  
 

Hopefully, the intensive revision will help prepare them well for their exams. Good luck to the 
Matayom students! 
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Outside of school 

This semester there has been a huge numbers of after school activities - both in and out of Co-
conut Club. We have been busy: making art activities using recycled and donated materials, 
learning to cook, practicing our numbers by using Bingo, doing yoga and playing sport. All the 
teachers are constantly coming up with new ideas to keep the club fresh and coconutty! 

Every weekend we go swimming at a local hotel - Thank you The Palms, Kamala Dreams, Abso-
lute Sea Peal Patong and Royal Embassy Kamala for generously letting us have a great time in 
your pool!  And a massive shout out to Thanyapura who give 12 lucky students swim lessons 
each week. 

Saturday swimming with Teacher Martin 
 
Saturday swimming is one of my favourite parts of the job. I love this time as this is when teach-
ers get the opportunity to spend more time with the students and get to know them better by talk-
ing with them while they swim.  

Swimming as a co-curricular activity is a big deal to these youngsters as many of them don’t have 
the opportunity to swim very often. As well, it’s good chance for them to socialize and practice 
English while doing a fun activity. Let’s face it, what kids don’t have fun in the water! 

Starting Saturday swimming has immense-
ly improved the bond with my students, 
both socially and professionally.  This is 
when I get to really see the children smile; 
which doesn’t always happen at school! It 
is evident by just looking at their faces that 
they are really enjoying it. I am really glad 
that we’re making such an impact in the 
lives of these children, with the help of 
friends, volunteers, hotels that have helped 
make this happen.   
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Kindergarten and Kalim kids! 
Kindergarten update with Teacher Alicia 
 

Recently at the Kamala Childrens Development Centre we have had a number of things going on. 
Literally a number! Pre Aunbaun is using hopping circles to count from 1 to 10. Each circle counts 
as a number and we have students hopping their way along the number line.  

Anuban 1 is using their (very little) fingers and (very little) toes to count.  

Anubaun 2 has mastered counting to 20!  Which is our yearly goal!  We've achieved Teachers 
Alicia's goal for us a few months early. Go Anuban 2!   

Anubaun 3 is spelling out numbers 1-10 with their fantastic sounding-out skills. 'Two' starts with 't' 
and so does 'telephone'. Great connection Anubaun 3. That connection puts us one step closer to 
being able to read English books!   

An update from Kalim with Teacher Agie 

I recently had the chance to attend one of Sunshine Montessori’s teacher training classes in Indo-
nesia where I learned some new reading techniques and the importance of circle time with chil-
dren.  It feels really nice as a teacher to be able to learn new techniques and share them with stu-
dents. Not only do I feel re-energised but the children are excited as well.  One of the reading or 
storytelling techniques we’ve been doing is “Action Stories” where I tell the story and they repeat 
after me and together we do an action. The little ones do really get excited about this and it brings 
a lot of fun into class. Storytelling is now a popular activity, not only has it helped them increase 
their vocabulary quicker than I thought but also encouraged their imagination and sparked their 
interest in reading. 

Circle time is now a regular activity we do in English class. We talk about our daily activities, do 
reading, tell stories, sing songs, and play games in the circle time. In circle time, the children are 
more attentive. When we talk about what they like and what they do every day it gives the children 
more confidence to speak in English. 

 



How you can help 
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2014 was jam packed with events, with a large scale event every 2-3 months! This certainly kept us 
busy! Our final event of the year was Black Tie Muay Thai to celebrate the opening of the Similan 
Ballroom at Outrigger Laguna Phuket Beach Resort. More than 170 guests turned out for an even-
ing of Muay Thai and fabulous food. Guests were treated to traditional Muay Thai demonstrations, a 
blindfold fight, a fat boy fight and ended the night with a real fight between a Thai and Australian 
fighter .   

As we rounded off the year, we finished with our Christmas Tree campaign. Hotels around Phuket 
asked guests to write a message to our students on a wishing tag and hang it on the tree in ex-
change for a donation. Anantara Vacation Club went above and beyond, inviting their guests to pur-
chase a teddy bear for our children, with both the bear and the donation coming to us. Such wonder-
ful holiday spirit! 

A shout out to a couple of our fabulous teachers, Alicia and Shah, who both conducted their own 
fundraising campaigns. Alicia collected donations in lieu of birthday presents this year, raising $2500 
USD and Shah is currently training in Muay Thai and will compete in March, with all proceeds com-
ing to us. Thank you Alicia and Shah! You both see every day what a difference this money will 
make. 

Guinness World Record challenge – a 1200km drive in electric golf cart 
 

There isn’t much that we won’t do to raise money…including driving a golf cart for more than 1,200km! 
In March 2015, Graham Haslam and Mark Cameron will volunteer their time to drive a golf cart from Pat-
taya to Phuket to attempt a new world record and raise money for Phuket Has Been Good To Us. 

The journey is going to take approximately 24 days to complete and the intrepid cart drivers will raise 
funds by stopping in and visiting some of Thailand’s most famous golf courses. The trip will conclude 
with a gala fundraising event at the Phuket Hard Rock Café where the drive will be recognised by Guin-
ness World Records as a new world record. The actual golf cart used on the journey will then be auc-
tioned off to raise even more money. 

You can track their progress online via Facebook so stay tuned for more updates! 

For more information or to sponsor this exciting world record attempt, please contact gra-
ham@phukethasbeengoodtous.org.  



Thank you! 
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Our work would not be possible without the support of our incredible sponsors. Please 
take the time to look over our sponsor list below! 

99 Art Studio Blossom Out co.ltd DJ Dave at Live 89.5 

Anantara Bophut Koh Samui Resort & Spa Blue Mango Bar and Grill DJ Kirsty at Live 89.5 
Absolute World Group Boathouse Wine & Grill DJ Shane 

Acqua Restaurant Bocconcino DJ Tom the Tank 
Adam and Glodee Judd Bollywood Phuket Restaurant & Bar Donna Toon 
Alan Cooke Brasserie Phuket Double Tree Bangkok Sukhumvit 
Albatross Café Breeze at Cape Yamu Double Tree Resort by Hilton, Surin 
Aleenta Resort and Spa Phuket - Phang Nga British International School Dr Orawan 
Alex Oddy Brotzeit Bier Bar & Restaurant dusitD2 Phuket Resort 
Amanpuri Villa Bruce Goldman EKA Soundz 
Amari Buriram Cape Sienna Elizabeth Offner 
Amari Hotels Cari Siebrits Elmar Klier 
Anantara Baan Rajprasong Casey McNamara Emma Nowak 
Anantara Dhigu Resort & Spa Maldives Catlin Group EthniCity 
Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp & Resort CB FITNESS Expat Hotel 

Anantara Hua Hin Resort & Spa Cefalu by Duilio's Fantasy At Work  

Anantara Kihavah Villas, Maldives Centara Grand Beach Resort Farang Food Paradise 
Anantara Lawana Koh Samui Resort & Spa Centara Grand West Sands Fatima and Claudio Vianello 
Anantara Mui Ne Resort &Spa Centara Karon FIVERA 
Anantara Phuket Layan Resort & Spa Chalong Bay Rum Flying Hanuman 
Anantara Phuket Villas Charles and Susie Hay Four Seasons Info Media Co, Ltd 
Anantara Rasananda Koh Phangan Villa Resort & Spa chartercatamaran.com Four Seasons Resort 
Anantara Seminyak Bali Resort & Spa Chava Resort Fleur Birch-Atkinson 
Anantara Vacation Club Phuket Mai Khao Chef Daniel Moran Fraser Ross 
Anantara, Bangkok Cheryl Johnson Frederic Francois 
Andaman Wine Club Choc'Olat  Frederiek Schrijver-Bollen 
Andara Resort & Villas Choice Foods Freixenet 
Andrew Joyce Chugg Entertainment FunStart 
Angsana Laguna Clare Allison Gloss 
Annie & Tony Pedroni Class Act Media Grange St. Paul’s 
Antoine Melon Climax Restaurant Greg Norman 
Arnaud C.M.C. Verstraete Core Synthesis Guiseppe "Pepe" Viva 
Aussie Pub Kamala Creative Concept H.C. Anderson 
AVL Wizard Da Maurizio Haad Thip co.ltd 
B.M Quality Food  Daniel Billota Hansen Lecher 
Baan Rim Pa Group Daniel Meier Hard Rock Café 
Bangkok Burger Co Daniel Moran Hardwick Family  
Banthai Beach Resort & Spa Darren Chaplin Harries Family  
Banyan Tree Hua Hin David Roberts Heather Bain 
Banyan Tree Phuket David Strachan Helen Clarke 
Baru Boutique DaVinci Restaurant Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa 
BB&B Deanna and Fred Stauder Hilton Sukhumvit Bangkok 
Belmond Governor’s Residence Delish Café Hog's Breath Café 
Ben Fawle Denise and Graham Thomas Holiday Inn Resort Phuket 

Bennie Shaw 
Desert Islands Resort & Spa by Anan-
tara  Hotel Imperial, Vienna, Austria 

Best Western Allamanda Laguna Desmond Hughes Howard Banwell 
BiJen Creative Jewellery Dewa Phuket Beach Resort Hyatt Regency Perth 
BillioNail Diana Wiederman Hyatt Regency Phuket 
BIZ Group DiVine Restaurant Ian Lancaster 
Bliss Beach Club Divino Tapas Ignite Athletics 



Thank you! 
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Our work would not be possible without the support of our incredible sponsors. Please 
take the time to look over our sponsor list below! 

Ignite Muay Thai Lies Sol Paresa 

IMAGE Asia LIM's Party Always 

Imperial Adamas Beach Resort Live 89.5 Patpong Liquor 
Iniala Beach House (Aziamendi) Loch Palm Golf Club Paul Ahern 

Island Bliss Lotus Valley Golf Resort  Paul and Sonia Santry 

Italthai Lulu Al Sabah - Help Kidz Q8 Pauline O'Driscoll & family 
IWS Lyn Keep Peppers Sports Bar 
Jagota Brother Trading  Maikhao Dream Phuket Pernod Ricard Thailand 

Jan Hollister Margarita and Ian Funnell Pesto 

Jan Lawrence Mathilde and Stephanie van den Akker Peter Ferrier 
Jason Wilder Matt and France Rudge Peter Hamilton 

Jean-Claude and Kantaya Reuille Matthew Talbot Phuket Adventure Mini Golf 

Jeff Habiby Matthew Williamson Phuket Condos & Homes 
Jessi Cotterill Max Tiverne Phuket Deli  

Joanne Flynn Melinda Giannini Phuket Resort & Villas 

Joe's Downstairs Merlin Divers Phuket Simon Cabaret 

John Milce Mezzo Wine Bar & Bistro Phuket Teinthong Company 

Joob Joob  Michael Chugg Phuket Union Food  

JW Marriott Khao Lak Michael Ragsdale Pimalai Resort & Spa, Koh Lanta, Krabi 

JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa Michael Weinstein Pluto Ice Cream 
K.N Meat supply Michelle Hawryluk Point Yamu by COMO 

Kamala Beach Resort Sun Prime Michelle Ruiz Production by Kritidech 

Kamala Dreams Hotel Mid-Air Circus Arts Pullman Phuket Arcadia 
Karon Sea Sands Resort & Spa Mike Jackson Ravi and Shalini Gidumals 

Kata Beach Resort and Spa Millennium Hilton Bangkok Real Life Phuket 

Katalina Collection Mountain Fresh Marketing Red Frog 

Kate Moss Movenpick Resort & Spa Reggie Jackson 

Kathy Davies Mr Ekwattana Rungrung Reijo Talvitie and family 

Kay and Andrew Hunter Mr. Lyndon Ellis Rembrandt Hotel & Towers, Bangkok 

Kay and Glen Hodgson Mr. Richard Phillips Renaissance Phuket Resort & Spa 

Kelly Messick Mr. Jamorn Saeton Ricoh (Thailand) Limited 

Khun Chonlatit Jongjit (Mario) Mr. Suthep Pligomol River Rovers 

Khun Daeng My Gate 2 Success RnR Décor 

Khun JJ Upatispong Nampetch Tipaxsorn Rob and Lini Parr 

Khun Kritidech Srabua Nan Mckeown Robert and Ingrid Poolen 

Khun Pensri  McNamara Navrang Mahal Robin Ruth at RPM 

Khun Tidarat Thongsiri (Amp) Nike Golf Asia Rollerball 

Kid's Club Nikki Beach, Phuket Royal Nam Tok 

Kidz Sole  NINE Lounge and Bar Royal Orchid Sheraton, Bangkok 
Kirsty from LIVE 89.5 Novosti Phuketa  SALA Phuket Resort and Spa 

Kokosnuss Kamala Novotel Kamala Salt on Surin 

Kylie and Albert Chan Oasis Spa Sarah Doukas 

Lady Pie Offner Family  Savitar Tennis Services 

Laguna Golf Club Oriental Art Gallery, Surin Sea Bees Diving 

Laura Metoudi Oriental Events Serendipity Designs, Co., Ltd 

Layana Resort & Spa Outrigger Castaway Island – Fiji Shannon Moran 

Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort Outrigger Laguna Phuket Beach Resort Sharon McGinn 

Legend Music Outrigger Laguna Phuket Resort & Villas Sheena McDonald 

Lemongrass House Outrigger Mauritius Beach Resort Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit 

Les Diables Cape Panwa Beach Resort Show Group Enterprises Pty Ltd 
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Our work would not be possible without the support of our incredible sponsors. Please 
take the time to look over our sponsor list below! 

Siam Food Service W Retreat & Spa Bali-Seminyak, Indonesia 

Siam Safaris W Taipei 

Siam Supper Club Watercourt 

Siam Winery  Wendy Compson 

Singpatong Sitnumnoi Wine & Taste 

Siobhan's Music Studio Wine Dee Dee 

Skyla's Surf and SUP Club Wine Gallery 

Sofia Bengtsson World Class Wine 

Soul Of Asia World Lennium 

Splash Jungle Xtrem Adventures 

Springfield Village Golf and Sap Yoga Republic 

Sri Panwa Yvon van Kesteren 

Sue Ultmann Zen Sisters 

SunWing Bangtao Beach  

SunWing Kamala Beach  

Swissotel Resort Phuket  
Tawai Thai Restaurant and Cooking School  

Tez Tour  
Thailand Pool Tables  
Thanyapura   

The 9th Floor Restaurant & Bar  

The Bale  

The Bell Phuket  
The Frying Kiwi Eatery and Bar  

The Haven Lagoon Condominum  

The Kids Club  

The Landmark Vietnam  

The Macphersons  

The McGoldricks  

The Metropolitan by COMO, Miami Beach  
The Mexican  

The Oasis Spa  

The Palms Hotel  

The Pavilions Phuket  

The Peninsula Bangkok  

The Pettigrews  

The Phuket News  

The Plunketts  

The Royal Embassy Hotel  

The Regent Phuket Cape Panwa  

The Siam, Bangkok  

The Strand  

Tigers and Dragons  
Tim Shaw  

Trisara Luxury Resort  
Tropical Strings  

Trudie Horne  

Truffels Exclusive  

Two Chefs  

UP Beach Club at Malaiwana   


