In This Issue:

Greetings from the Board
As a new school term gets fully underway, we are excited for what
the remainder of 2014 has in store for PHBGTU. The students are
excited to be back in class and our teachers are equally as thrilled
to teach another successful term. Last term ended on a particularly
high note as our Primary 6 students at Baan Kalim School took the
O-NET (Ordinary National Educational Test) and placed 3rd
amongst 49 government schools in Phuket. These impressive results truly speak to the hard work and dedication of our students,
teachers and volunteers. Well done, everyone!
This school term brings an expansion of our successful Kindergarten programme into Baan Kalim School, bringing the number of
children we serve to over 1,000. We are delighted by the opportunity to have a positive impact on the lives of more local children and
confident that the kindergarten classes at Kalim School will reflect
the successes made with those held at Kamala School and Kamala
Small Children Development Centre.
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Of course, with growth comes greater financial need. Fundraising is
essential to our survival and so it is with great pleasure that we report on the massive successes of our two first events of the year:
Masquerade Party at the Pullman Nai Thon on February 8th and
Miami Beach Party at Bliss Beach Club on May 9th. Combined,
these events raised nearly 1 ½ million THB for the foundation. We
are continuously amazed by the incredible generosity of the Phuket
community and would like to express our deep gratitude to everyone who made these special events possible.
Sincerely,

Susanne Ultmann
Board of Directors
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School Updates
An Update from our Senior

Introducing

Teacher
The first 6 months of our expansion into Kindy at the
Kamala Development Centre were quite hectic! Now
we reach over 1,000 children, with 6 full time teachers
— so you can imagine how busy we have been.
Luckily for us, we had two full time Teaching Fellows
last semester. Camilla and Tereza gave up 5 months
of their lives to come work for us for FREE. You can
read about their experiences with us elsewhere in this
newsletter. We are forever humbled by how much
some people are willing to give.
So, we say goodbye to them and also to two teachers.
Teacher Tayla has been accepted into a prestigious
language and speech therapy course in London and
Teacher Michele goes to another opportunity here in
Phuket. Both these ladies contributed greatly to the
children they taught and to the Foundation in general.
Michele and her students created the beautiful elephant paintings we auctioned off at our last major
event and Talya spent hours refining our reading programme so we can be more effective in this area.
Both of these teachers go to great opportunities and
we wish them all the best in their endeavors.
We have two new staff starting this term. Teacher
Martin has been working in Thailand for over a year,
teaching all levels in Primary and Secondary school.
He speaks great Thai too! We are looking forward to
having some more boys on our team. Teacher Alicia
is a specialist Kindergarten teacher who has been living in Koh Samui. Alicia comes to us from America
where she went to the same school as our Office Fellow, Liz. We are very excited to be able to hire experienced, qualified teachers who believe in what we are
doing. With such a high caliber of staff, our students
are getting the best opportunity to learn possible.
Here's to a great year!
Angela

Martin
Hello! My name is Martin and I am a new
Teacher at PHBGTU. I
come from Uganda
with a degree in Education from Makerere University. I've been
teaching in Thailand since May 2012 in both a
classroom setting and as an individual tutor. I
always knew that I wanted to become a
teacher -- partly because I enjoy how no two
days are the same.
I feel grateful to be living in beautiful Kamala
and love living close to the sea, as it reminds
me of my home in Rukungiri. I look forward to
what the year has in store!

Introducing
Alicia
Hi! My name is Alicia and I
am a new Kindergarten
Teacher at PHBGTU. I
come from the United
States and am a recent
graduate of West Chester University with a
degree in Elementary Education. My postgraduation goal was to live abroad and teach
underprivileged children, so I booked a one
way ticket to Thailand 6 months ago.
I learned of PHBGTU while teaching in Koh
Samui and immediately wanted to become a
part of this great organization. I love and miss
my home city of Philadelphia but, for now, I'm
enjoying my work, learning Thai and island
life.
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School Updates Continued
Even more great news from the school...
O-Net Success
At the end of each school year, Primary 6 students all over the country take an O-NET (Ordinary
National Educational Test) exam in order to move on to the next level and to assess their proficiency
in all subjects. This year, our Primary 6 students at Baan Kalim School took the exam and placed an
impressive 3rd amongst 49 government schools in Phuket with a total average of 44.04%.
A big thank you to the P.6 students for all their hard work and to the teachers and volunteers who
have done their best to impart their knowledge and make a difference in the lives of these children!

Sponsor a Class
This school year we’ve continued to witness
our sponsored classes flourish with their English education. A big thank you to our incredible sponsors for allowing these students to obtain a quality classroom experience.
If you would like to sponsor a class, one year
of practical and interactive English education
for twenty Thai students costs the Foundation
200,000 baht. For more information, please
visit our website!
Classroom Wish List


Black plastic rubbish bins



Tape - wide and regular scotch



Tape - masking, wide coloured



Staplers (medium sizes)



Glue sticks



A5 lined exercise books



Black permanent "Sharpie” markers



Coloured felt tip markers



Erasers



Blue / White tack



Black A3 Card

Sponsor a Child
Our Sponsor a Child programme is a wonderful opportunity to contribute to our students’
education and well-being. Now is the perfect
time to lend your support! Your 10,000 baht
contribution will provide a child with English
language lessons, extracurricular activities and
field trips for an entire year.
A special thanks to all who currently support
our work through the Sponsor A Child programme. Visit our website to find out how you
can help.
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Coconut Club
Coconut Club
Everyone’s favourite part of the day!
With sports days, extra lessons and exams, semester two is always a bit light on Coconut Club. However, we continue to run as many after school and weekend activities as we can, for our residential students.
We had a fantastic birthday party on the beach last semester, supported by our friends at PSU. We
continued a twice weekly swimming programme, thanks to PIA and the local weather being good
enough to always swim at the beach. Do you have any old swimming gear at home? We'd love to take
it off your hands! With this much use, our rash vests and shorts have a very short lifespan!!!
We also started weekend reading and Coconut Club activities, which were very well received. I was especially happy to see so many boys coming to Saturday reading. Our reading teacher comes to us with
years of experience in this field and we are very lucky to have an expert on our team.
In our after school activities, we had great fun making cards and art works with Teacher Camilla. Consequently, we are now in need of good paper and paintbrushes! Skateboarding remained the favourite
activity for the daredevils, whilst those with a nose for great treats continue to flock to cooking and bingo.
This term we hope to have a more stable Coconut Club and we'd love to see you there! New ideas for
activities are always welcome.
Yours in coconutting,
Angela
Birthday Party

Helmet Giveaway

In March, we once
again celebrated the
birthdays of some
very special Coconut
Clubbers at our very
own Kamala Beach!

At the end of last
term, the students of
Coconut Club generously gave their favorite teachers a special gift: a helmet!

It was a great day filled with tons of beach activities for 31 very happy children. The birthday party
wouldn't have been possible without the help of
Colin Gallagher and the many Prince of Songkla
University students that came out to support the
little ones. They provided many beach games for
the children as well as a delicious lunch. The generous gifts were donated by friends of the Foundation and truly put a smile on the Coconut Clubbers' faces!

The children painted brand new helmets back in
January as a fun afterschool activity – drawing pictures of animals and signing their names – making
it as colourful as possible.
It was also a way for the students to learn the importance of safety while on the road. The children
and teachers were equally excited to give and receive such beautiful, necessary pieces of art.
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Teacher Farewells

Farewell to Camilla
My time working with PHBGTU as a volunteer teacher, has
without a doubt been one of the best periods of my life. On a
personal level, it has been very fulfilling to teach the children
and just be around them. Not to mention Coconut Club, taking
them swimming etc.
It quickly becomes obvious that the children PHBGTU supports
really benefit from the English lessons, and just being around
adults who care about them and enjoy spending time with them.
The hardest part of my time as a volunteer, has definitely been
saying goodbye to the children.
Aside from teaching at the school, it has been a great experience being a part of the Foundation as a
whole. Both work wise and socially, every aspect has contributed to making this a great experience.
Farewell Talya
When I first stepped into the classroom and saw the cheeky
faces grinning back at me, I knew it was going to be an adventurous year.
I was jumping for joy when I was offered a position with Phuket Has Been Good To Us Foundation, as not only was I
able to fulfill my dream of teaching, but I was given the opportunity to make a difference to the lives of underprivileged
children. And these children were some of the loveliest, most
affectionate (and sometimes naughtiest) children I had ever
met. I loved being able to get to know all their different personalities and being able to get really involved by taking them to the beach on Saturdays and doing Coconut Club with them after school. Saying goodbye to the volunteers who I had become life-long friends with was extremely hard, but I know
it is only a matter of time until I see them and the children again.
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Teacher Farewells Continued
Farewell Michele
Teaching English to underprivileged children has been an incredibly transformative experience. It
is difficult to find the words to describe just how impactful this experience has been on my personal
and professional development. Reflecting back on my time with PHBGTU, I genuinely appreciate
that the experience did just as much (if not more) for me as my English lessons did for those vivacious, rowdy, precious children I’ve been teaching.
PHBGTU, the volunteers, the school staff, but mostly the children have made me feel welcomed
and needed. I leave my position with a new found passion for teaching, life and a deep desire to
use my energy and time to continue to help create a positive and meaningful difference in children’s lives and in the world. Thank you everyone who has made my time with PHBGTU special.

Farewell Tereza
A year ago, I decided to quit my comfortable office job and to try something completely different.
Joining PHBGTU was one of the best decisions
in my life! I found working with kids very rewarding and, thanks to them, I have learned to be
more patient.
They are so sweet, they always keep a smile on
their faces and they really love the afterschool
program run by the foundation, Coconut Club. If
you consider volunteering in Thailand, I would
recommend PHBGTU, as they make you feel as
a part of one big family.
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Fundraising
Our events would not be possible without the support of our incredible sponsors. Keep
your eyes peeled for a full list of our sponsors to be published in our year end Newsletter!
Masquerade Party
Our first major event of 2014 took place at the Pullman
Phuket Arcadia on February 8th and it was a night to remember! Over 160 guests donned their masks and enjoyed
a marvelous night filled with dancing, music, delicious food
and refreshing beverages. Thank you to everyone who attended - you helped make the event such a success and
allowed us to raise close to 1 million baht! Please visit our
website for a full list of sponsors.

Miami Beach Party
On Friday May 9, Bliss Beach Club hosted our second
major fundraising event of 2014, Miami Beach Party. More
than 200 beautifully adorned guests enjoyed a night of
high fashion, exquisite food and free flow wine, raising
more than 750,000 THB for the Foundation. The event
was a massive success and demonstrated, yet again, the
incredible generosity of the Phuket community. Please visit our website for a full list of sponsors.

Join us for a concert
under the stars…
An evening of elegance on Saturday
13 September at Trisara in
Cherngtalay, Phuket. Guests will enjoy a beautiful performance by
FIVERA.
Tickets can be purchased for a
4,000 baht donation and will include
a superb dinner and wine.
For tickets, please contact Trisara at
+66(0)76 310 100 or
reservtions@trisara.com.
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Foundation Updates
Farewell to Mike
It’s crazy to think that my time at PHBGTU ended over 3
months ago…my long 18 hour journey from Toronto to Thailand seems like it was only yesterday! Thinking back on my
time interning at PHBGTU I honestly can’t think of a better
place to work or a better group of people to work with. Every
aspect of my 7 months in Kamala was amazing and it gave
me some of the best memories of my life.
It was a joy to go to work in the Foundation office every morning and, while working in a small non-profit is a lot of hard
work, my internship never felt like ‘work’. Interacting with the children was always a highlight, whether
visiting Coconut Club after school or swimming with them on a Saturday. Thank you to everyone who
influenced my time in Kamala, I can without a shadow of a doubt say that I left PHBGTU much better
than I arrived.
My First Few Months: Liz’s Experience
I’m having a hard time putting into words exactly how I feel about this
organization. To put it simply, I am grateful. Being an Office Fellow at
PHBGTU has been one of the most rewarding ventures I’ve ever had
the pleasure of coming across.
I’m so lucky to say that I live in a beautiful place doing incredible work
with such amazing people. Seeing how our work in the office and
school benefits these young students is worth all the energy in the
world. I’m quite excited to see what’s next for the Foundation and the
work I’ll do in the coming months – I know it will be wonderful!

Introducing Sheena
Hi! My name is Sheena and I have just begun my position as PHBGTU's newest
Office Fellow. I've come from snowy Canada with a Bachelor's and post-graduate
degree in International Development.
I have been working for the past few years in the non-profit industry and am passionate about social justice and universal access to quality education. I learned
about PHBGTU from former Office Fellow and fellow Canuck, Mike. I'm so thrilled
to join the fantastic PHBGTU team and excited for what the coming months will
bring.
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