Greetings from the Director
It is difficult to believe that the school term has come to an end; it
feels as though it flew right by! It was a busy, yet, wonderful term
with some new faces and exciting developments.
We welcomed two new English teachers, Martin and Alicia, at the
beginning of the term and are happy to report that both have settled
in beautifully. You’ll have a chance to get a peek inside their
classrooms within this newsletter.
We’re thrilled to welcome back former Office Fellow, Hayley, who
has taken on all things fundraising in the office. Her energy and
infectious enthusiasm were greatly missed at PHBGTU and we are
happy to have her back.
In August, Baan Kalim School and our English programme were
recognized by Thailand’s Ministry of Education for excellence in
teaching. The Ministry selected Baan Kalim as one of the top ten
best small government schools in the country based on its
impressive test scores and the quality of its teaching methods. We
began our programme at Baan Kalim School all the way back in
2006.
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The Foundation and our programme have come a long way since
then and it's a wonderful feeling to know that our hard work is truly
making a difference. On behalf of the PHBGTU team, I'd like to say
congratulations to our teachers and students for a job well done!
Sincerely,

Tina Hall
Director of Operations
Phuket, Thailand | Phone: +66 (0)76-278-146
www.phukethasbeengoodtous.org | www.facebook.com/phukethasbeengoodtous
Registered Kingdom of Thailand charity #0993000050983, founded 2005

What’s new at school
Ministry of Education Praises Baan Kalim School
Great news from Baan Kalim School – Thailand's Ministry of Education has selected it as one of
the best in the country! The Ministry evaluated small government schools throughout Thailand
and eventually selected 10 high performing schools, each representing a region. The Ministry examined both test scores and the quality of teaching methods in their evaluation.
We’re incredibly proud to say that Baan Kalim School, representing Phuket, earned top marks
amongst the evaluators, thanks in part, to the quality of our English programme. Our teachers
and helpers impressed with creative teaching methods such as the incorporation of music, dance
and role-play into their classes. Their effective lessons help our students perform well in exams
like the O-NET (Ordinary National Education Test). This year, Baan Kalim School’s O-NET
scores placed an impressive 3rd amongst 49 government schools in Phuket.
The Ministry will continue its evaluation and select the winning school in December 2014. Huge
congratulations are in order for all of our students and teachers for their tremendous hard work!

A look inside: Teacher Alicia’s
Kindergarten Class
Keeping up with the endless energy of 3 to 6-year
olds takes a special kind of teacher. Enter our very
own bundle of energy: Teacher Alicia! Teaching
English at both Kamala Child Development Center
and Baan Kamala School, her spirited teaching
style is always on full display.
In a recent lesson, she taught a class of 5 and 6year olds the alphabet with her strategy of
repetition, singing and hand movements. Each
student worked independently to form the letters
with Teacher Alicia overseeing their progress and
gently guiding them to write each letter correctly. In
this class, “A” is for “adorable”.
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What’s new at school
A look inside: Teacher Martin’s
Senior (Matayom) 1 Class
Teacher Martin joined the PHBGTU team in May and
word has gotten around that exciting things are
happening in his class! To keep his students on their
toes, he splits his class into 3 “teams” and awards or
takes away points to each team based on their
behaviour and participation.
He recently gave a lesson on how to describe oneself
using adjectives like “tall” and “skinny”. This new
vocabulary is being paired with the adjectives the class
learned the week before to describe body parts and
clothing. As the lesson progresses, Teacher Martin
constantly gives and takes away points for each team.
It’s a fun game to watch! The day’s winners leave class
with a treat…and better English skills.

Student Spotlight, by Teacher Shah
Pepe: Senior (Matayom) 5
Pepe is an exceptional student. His enthusiasm and
infectious personality make him a joy to teach. He is
always polite, helpful and greets his teachers warmly
with a smile.
It’s impossible to overlook Pepe in class – he’s always
an active participant during each lesson. Drop in to one
of my classes and you might hear his beautiful singing
voice, too! He loves to sing English songs and this helps
him to better his
English. Pepe has huge potential
because of his positive learning attitude. I can’t wait to
see where his enthusiasm takes him! Keep up the great
work, Pepe.

Classroom Wish List


Double-sided tape



Rulers



A5 lined exercise books



C5, C6 and DL sized envelopes



A4, A3 sized laminating sheets



Safety scissors



Glue sticks
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What’s new at school
Student Spotlight, by Teacher Angela
Chompu: Primary 6
This is the third year I have taught Chompu and I am happy to report that I can really see the
growth in her language ability. When I took over teaching her in P4, Chompu (or Shampoo as she
was then known) was prone to upset because she simply didn’t understand what was going on in
class. All of us that have tried to learn a foreign language know how bad that can feel!
In P5, a special reading group leader took an interest in Chompu and did some one–on–one work
with her to help her succeed in her exams. That little bit of extra care was all Chompu needed.
She aced the exam and, with that, her confidence skyrocketed. This year, that same reading
teacher reported that, “Chompu has cracked the code”. In other words, she can now look at a
word and make a pretty accurate attempt at reading it…even the big words. Reading is so
important to language acquisition, it helps us build our vocabulary, understand sentence structure
and grammatical rules and improves our ability to truly communicate in another language.
I am very proud of Chompu and her learning. And so is that special reading teacher!

A look inside: Teacher Taylor’s
Primary 4 Class
This term, Teacher Taylor’s class loved
learning vocabulary about sports! Teacher
Taylor is known for her lively and
interactive exercises and this lesson was no
exception. First, she used miming, charades
and flashcards to teach sports-related
vocabulary. Then, to help remember the
new vocabulary, students were asked to
find the sport using their picture
dictionaries and
then draw a picture
themselves.
Great lesson, Teacher Taylor!
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What’s new at Coconut Club
Coconut Club… or How To Put A Smile On Your Face
By Sheena McDonald, Office Fellow
It’s nearing the end of a long day in the office, my computer screen is beginning to make me crosseyed and I know there is only one cure.
Today in Coconut Club, we begin with painting. I help tear off sheets of blank paper to a dozen eager
hands that can’t wait to show off their inner Picasso. Teacher Alicia demonstrates how to paint palm
trees and colourful trees begin to sprout up around me. The painters get a surprise vocabulary quiz
when asked their favourite colours. The big bright orange palm tree is the clear winner. I hear shrieks
of happiness and look over my shoulder to see a game of Chinese jump rope in full swing.
When Teacher Alicia announces that it’s “Clean up time!”, I realize that a full hour has passed. 60
minutes have felt like a 10 minute whirlwind, much like the past 6 months as an Office Fellow have
flown by in a wonderful, crazy, beautiful way. I will leave Phuket just like I left that Coconut Club
day – inspired, grateful and with a smile on my face.
To learn more about the Coconut Club programme, please visit our website. Interested in joining the
fun? Email info@phukethasbeengoodtous.org to receive a weekly schedule of Coconut Club activities.

June Birthday Party
In June, some very special Coconut Clubbers with birthdays in April, May
or June celebrated their birthdays at Bliss Beach Club. Our quarterly
birthday parties are always loads of fun and this party was no exception!
It was a fantastic day filled with lots of activities for 28 very happy
children; including face painting, swimming, football, pizza making and –
of course – cake! Each child left with a special gift donated by a number
of generous supporters of the Foundation.
The birthday party wouldn't have been possible without the help of Bliss
Beach Club, Outrigger Laguna Phuket Beach Resort, Catlin Group, TEZ
TOUR Thailand and the many helpers who came along.

Splashing Around at Splash Jungle Water Park
This semester, we were very lucky to have ALL of our 150 residential
students invited to Splash Jungle – a local water park at the Centara
Grand Hotel Mai Khao. Over two weekends we took bus loads of highly
excited students for a once-in-a-life-time experience of water slides, wave
pools and tubing. Luckily for us, our good friends from Prince Songkla
University‘s international programme came along to help with crowd
control! Thank you Prince Songkla!
Splash Jungle was an absolute hit with staff and students alike. We can’t
thank the staff enough for this fantastic opportunity for our most needy
students.
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How you can help
Our events would not be possible without the support of our incredible sponsors. Keep
your eyes peeled for a full list of our sponsors to be published in our year end Newsletter!
“Fundraising allows ordinary people to change the world”
This is the motto that our fundraisers live by – after all, money is what allows us to make the biggest
difference to the lives of the children we teach. That’s why our fundraising events are so important!
Since our last newsletter, the community has really gotten behind us to lend support. Anantara Vacation
Club Phuket held the “Karaoke for a Cause” event at their gorgeous resort in Mai Khao. Karaoke was
the theme of the evening, but everyone knew the real reason they were there – our children.
Since then, we have had our stunningly beautiful “A Night at the Opera” event at Trisara Luxury
Resort. The event was well attended by local expats and visitors alike, all enjoying the sounds of Fivera,
Thailand’s only pop-opera band. An exciting silent auction completed the evening, with guests fiercely
bidding on a host of prizes that included luxurious escapes to Bali and Myanmar.
A huge thank you must go to both of these venues for their support of our work. Thanks to events like
these – and your donations – we can continue to teach these children and give them a better future.

Sponsor a Class

Sponsor a Child

This school year we’ve continued to witness
our sponsored classes flourish with their
English education. A big thank you to our
incredible sponsors for allowing these students
to obtain a quality classroom experience.

Our Sponsor a Child programme is a
wonderful opportunity to contribute to our
students’ education and well-being. Now is the
perfect time to lend your support! Your 10,000
baht contribution will provide a child with
English language lessons, extracurricular
activities and field trips for an entire year.

If you would like to sponsor a class, one year
of practical and interactive English education
for twenty Thai students costs the Foundation
200,000 baht. For more information, please
visit our website!

A special thanks to all who currently support
our work through the Sponsor A Child
programme. Visit our website to find out how
you can help.
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