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As 2019 has come to a close, I am pleased to share the results achieved during the year

thanks to all of Phuket Has Been Good To Us’ supporters.  

 

Throughout 2019, we continued to provide English education free of charge to

underprivileged children in two government schools in Phuket, by employing 5 qualified,

fluent English speaking teachers. This year we were able to see our current projects move

forward and our students grow in confidence.

 

We also extended our English Integrated Studies (EIS) programme. The EIS programme at

Kamala School expanded to include Primary Year 5 as well as the existing Primary 1-4 classes.

This programme was implemented to give the students an extensive exposure to the English

language, by adding classes of Mathematics and Science in English to our teaching

programme.

 

Coconut Club, our after-school programme for children living at the school,  has also seen

great improvements: lots of fun activities were introduced and more visitors joined us.

During the Christmas festive season we collected in-kind donations for the club from several

international schools on the island. 

 

Three full time volunteers joined our team to support Coconut Club as well as marketing

development, the organization of events,and many more tasks.  Most notably we have been

focusing on social media for the charity, enabling us to reach many more new supporters.

 

Due to the economic climate, our major fundraising events were not as successful as we had

hoped. However, thanks to the hard work of our team, we were able to forge ahead and make

2019 a successful year. We focused on improving our volunteer programme as well as

Sponsor a Child, Sponsor a Class and Sponsor a Teacher projects. Once again, thanks to the

hard work and perseverance of our team, these accomplishments were made possible.

 

In the span of twelve months we increased the number of sponsors supporting teachers,

classes and children and we also received new valuable funding support from the Australian

Chamber of Commerce.

 

2019 was a year of development for the Foundation and we look forward to keeping up our

growth in 2020.   I am so proud of our team for continuously putting one hundred percent

effort into providing quality English education for less privileged Thai children. We could not

impact these children without our volunteers, teachers and loyal supporters. Thanks to you,

we are creating brighter futures for hundreds of disadvantaged Phuket children.

 

www.phukethasbeengoodtous.org

Tina Hall ,

Director of Operations 
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Dear Friends of the Foundation
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MISSION STATEMENT
 

Our mission is to improve the economic

opportunities and life chances of young people by

funding and implementing high quality, practical

English language education in government schools

on Phuket island. 

 

Our goal is to help Thai youth become capable and

confident English speakers so they may secure well

paid employment and end the cycle of poverty within

their family.
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OUR HISTORY 
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History of the Foundation
Phuket Has Been Good To Us Foundation (PHBGTU) was pioneered by Tom McNamara in 2005,

following the 2004 Asian Tsunami. Mr. McNamara was a caring local restaurateur who went to the

Thai community after the tsunami, asking how he could help them recuperate from the devastation.

The consensus was that Thai people wanted their children to learn English, as they understood it

was the key to their children’s future success. Mr. McNamara knew that the schools needing help

could not afford fluent English speaking teachers. That is when the idea of an organisation that

would make this education available to the children for free was born.

 

In 2006, Phuket Has Been Good To Us Foundation became a registered charity in the Kingdom of

Thailand and a Board of Directors was implemented. Since then, many local and international

supporters have been inspired by this initiative and joined us to expand free, quality English

education in Phuket.

 

 Why English?
In a country like Thailand, where the economy mainly relies on the tourism sector for generating

revenues, English is essential.

 

With a growth in tourism, Phuket has the potential to be a profitable area for the employment of

local people. However, many Phuket locals are unable to gain employment in these industries due

to lack of English skills. 

 

In 2019, the National Institute of Educational Testing Service (Niets) tested Thai Primary year six

students in four subjects: English, Mathematics, Science and Thai. Thai language was the only

subject with an average above 50% while English, Maths and Science were failed on average with

percentages of 39.24%, 37.5% and 39.93%.  Moreover, in 2019, Thailand was ranked 74 out of 100

countries according to the EF English Proficiency Index. 

 

Without the quality English education we can provide, the underprivileged children we teach would

be doomed to remain unqualified to work in many of the business expanding to Phuket.  By

educating the local community and giving them the means to access better paid job positions and

further education, we can give them the chance to break the cycle of poverty in their families and

secure a more sustainable future for their community.
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OUR ENGLISH
PROGRAMME TIMELINE

The Foundation’s pilot programme was introduced at Baan Kalim School in 2006,

teaching English to 124 students. In 2019, we continue to have one English Teacher

placed at Baan Kalim School, teaching 135 students in Primary grades and 25

students in Kindergarten.

In 2007, the Foundation expanded to 36th Rachaprachnukroh (RPG) Kamala School.

We teach over 600 children from their Kindergarten class to Primary Year 6.  In

2019, we continue to   have 5 English Teachers providing English classes as well as

Mathematics and Science in English classes.

Alongside providing formal English education, our volunteers and teachers also run

an after-school programme called Coconut Club at RPG 36 Kamala School. In 2019,

this programme catered to 220 children who have to live at school during term time

as they are orphans or their families are unable to look after them.

In May 2015, we expanded our programme to teach English Integrated Studies (EIS)

at RGP 36 Kamala School. This includes 2 hours of English, 2 hours of Science and 2

hours of Mathematics in English. In 2019 we are teaching Primary years 1-5, hoping

to reach completion of the EIS pilot programme in 2021, by delivering classes to

Primary 6 students.

780
Underprivileged

Students 
reached

5 
English

Teachers
employed

2 
Government

Schools
involved
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81%
OVERALL ENGLISH
EXAMS AVERAGE
2018-2019
Our students have shown great improvements

throughout the year, finishing the year with an

overall average of 81% in their English examinations.

We are proud to acknowledge our programme has

made a difference in their lives and will continue to

do so.

PROGRESS OVER
THE LAST 4 YEARS
As the number of students attending our programme

increases every year, we are able to test the

efficacy of our English Programme. From 2016 to the

present moment, we have observed an improvement

of 10 percentage points in our students'

performances. That is just amazing! 
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OUR TEACHING TEAM 
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Our core teaching team is employed according to the Thai Academic Year, from May

to March. In 2019, we employed a teaching team of 5 qualified English teachers on

Non-Immigrant O volunteer visas. They are provided with a work permit and a

modest stipend to cover accommodation and living expenses.
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Senior Teacher
Jeraleen Balais

Teacher
Hamant Singh

Teacher 
Esra Dolot

Teacher 
Yulya Sorokina

Teacher 
Jeslynn Loo

To see the teaching team that concluded the 2018-2019 academic year and taught from
January to March 2019 please see our 2018 Annual Report.



OUR ADMIN &  VOLUNTEER TEAM 
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Khun Arporn Nortip
Treasurer

Tina Hall
Director of Operations

Graham Haslam
Fundraiser

 

Cecilia Dieni
Office Fellow

Anna Rose Elkins 
Office Fellow

 

Sarah Dorman 
Office Fellow

 

2019 saw our Director of Operations, Tina Hall enter her 11th year with the charity. 

Our Office Manager, Khun Arporn Nortip entered her 7th year with the Foundation

and Fundraiser, Graham Haslam had his 8th year.  They are provided with a stipend

for accommodation, living and travel expenses.

 

Our Volunteer Office Fellows work full-time (40 hour weeks) plus additional hours

planning and running our fundraising events. Office Fellows also assist our

teaching team at Coconut Club and weekend activities including Saturday

swimming and birthday parties. We typically have two volunteer Office Fellows at

a time and each applicant commits to a six month contract with possibility of

extension. 

The Foundation hired and provided Non-Immigrant O visas and work permits for a

total of  3 Office Fellows in 2019.
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155 
Underprivileged

Students 
reached

OUR SCHOOLS
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We teach English for free to disadvantaged Thai children, age 3 to 16, in

two Government schools in Phuket: Baan Kalim School and The

Rajaprachanukroh (RPG) 36 School in Kamala. 

 

Baan Kalim School

In 2019, we provided one fully

qualified, fluent English speaking

Teacher to teach English for free to

160 children aged 3 to 12 at Baan

Kalim School.

 

Primary 1:  23 students

Primary 2:  21 students

Primary 3:  24 students

Primary 4:  19 students

Primary 5:  16 students

Primary 6:  8 students

 

Kindergarten : 44 students
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Rajaprachanukroh 36 School Kamala

In 2019, our five fully qualified, fluent English speaking Teachers taught

English classes to 530 students aged 5 to 16. 

We also extended the English Integrated Studies (EIS) programme to

Primary 5. This programme now reaches children from Primary year 1 to 5,

and provides classes  of Science and Mathematics in English in addition to

English classes. 

Over 200 students are taught 6 hours of English studies a week, further

increasing their exposure to the English language. 

 English Only EIS Programme Total Students

530
Underprivileged

Students 
reached

 

Primary 1:

Primary 2:

Primary 3:

Primary 4:

Primary 5:

Primary 6:

 

Kindergarten:

  

42

62

61

69

82

60

 

 

19

29

32

25

34
to start 2020

 

 

15

 

 

15

 

61

91

93

94

116

60
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Rajaprachanukroh 36 School Kamala

In 2019, 220 children from underprivileged backgrounds

have been living at Kamala School during term time. 

The King's Foundation provides accommodation, school

uniforms and 3 meals a day for each of these students.

25% of the children living at school are orphans, while the

remaining 75% come from low income or troubled

families who are not able to look after them.

 

220
Residential

Students 

In Prathom (Primary grades 1 to 6) the

majority of residential students are at

school due to their parents' separation.

The single parent might not be able to

take care of the child and work or home

life might not be ideal for young girls

and boys to grow up in. By choosing to

send their children to live at Kamala

School, these families give them the

chance to have the safe environment

and education they deserve. 

 

 

Similarly,  for older students in senior

school, divorce and difficult family

situations are the major reason for

them to live at school during term time. 

The number of residential students

increases each term, making our

support important for more and more

disadvantaged Thai children.
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Through our English Programme, we are able to provide five fully qualified

English teachers at two government schools in Phuket. Our programme

caters to underprivileged students who otherwise would not have access to

a quality English education.

 

TEACHING PROGRAMMES
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96%
ATTENDANCE 

EIS, or English Integrated Studies, includes 2 hours of

English, 2 hours of Mathematics in English and 2 hours

of Science in English each week in addition to the

standard 2 hours of English provided by the Thai

curriculum. This advanced exposure to English opens

up a world of opportunities for our students!
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"This academic year, I am proud to say that I observed a great improvement in our

students' English skills. We have seen them growing in confidence over these months

and become able to engage in simple conversations with our teachers and visitors.  I

believe that stronger confidence is a good indicator of their openness to learning a

foreign language. 

 

The residential students in particular, have shown great initiative in starting

conversations with volunteers who join our Coconut Club during the week.

 

Some students have shared with me and the other teachers their ambitions for the

future. They mentioned wanting to become English teachers, managers, flight

attendants and many other career aspirations requiring English language proficiency.

 

A few highlights for me this year: one of our long term students who graduated in

2018, currently studying in Rajabhat University, Phuket, shared that he is studying to

become an English teacher with the hope of coming back to teach in RPG 36 school;  

our year 1 students are already able to write simple sentences; students in Science

years 3 to 5 are understanding more complex concepts and vocabulary words in topics

such as Energy, Electricity, Materials, Water and its properties."

 

 TEACHERS' TESTIMONIAL

info@phukethasbeengoodtous.org@phukethasbeengoodtous 

Jerraleen Balais 
PHBGTU Senior
Teacher at
Kamala School
since 2014
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STUDENTS' TESTIMONIALS
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"I like to be in EIS class because I can speak English with my teachers and

can also practice speaking more with my friends. I love my teachers. They

teach us in class and play with us at the Coconut Club and spend time with

us on our birthday party. I like learning how to cook and make things at

Coconut Club. I want to be a doctor but my dad wants me to be a teacher.

If I am going to be a teacher, I would like to be an English teacher.”

 
-Pichapa (English Integrated Studies - Primary Year 5)

"I have lived at school for more than 5 years and I like learning with my

English teachers so much because it is a lot of fun! We can practice

speaking in English with them and with the visitors at Coconut Club.

Learning English is important for me because when I grow up, it will be

easier to get a job and maybe I can also teach English to other people!"

 
-Sirikanya (English Programme - Primary Year 6)
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Coconut Club is our after school

programme which is open to the

220 residential students who have

to live at school during term time.

The goal of Coconut Club is to

stimulate the residential students'

imagination, strengthen their

independent thinking abilities and

enhance  English language skills.

The club provides a safe and

creative environment, where the

students can grow in confidence

and practice their English speaking

skills.

Additionally, it is an opportunity to

interact with visitors from many

different parts of the world and

enjoy new experiences.

 

 

COCONUT CLUB
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This year Coconut Club has

been a real success: we now

have more than 20 children

attending our after-school

activities each day.  This is a

number that doubles for

monthly beach clean ups!
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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SEMESTER 1 
 

2 Birthday Parties for the Residential Students

(June and August)

1 Incentive Trip for student leaders and those

interested in Environmental Studies, to a

Floating Classroom at Royal Phuket Marina

SEMESTER 2
 

3 Birthday Parties for the Residential Students

(January, February, November)

1 Incentive Activity (Movie and Pizza) for the

residential students who scored the highest or

tried the hardest in Term1 (Grade 1-6)
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SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMMES
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Our Sponsor A Child programme matches donors with one or more of our

residential students at RPG 36 School in Kamala. This enables individual

donors to support the Foundation with a yearly donation, which covers all

expenses needed to provide one year of quality English education for one of

our students. 

41
SPONSORS

IN 2019
 

With 9 sponsors who have been

supporting us for 10 years and 11

since 2010, we currently have 41

sponsors who kindly support the

education of our residential

students at Kamala School. 

 

We make it one of our priorities to
keep sponsors updated, by sending
out quarterly reports and
newsletters. 

 

These updates include information
about the students' academic
achievements and their highlights
from Coconut Club.  
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If you would like to Sponsor A Child please
contact Cecilia@phukethasbeengoodtous.org
It costs just 10,000 baht a year. 
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS

info@phukethasbeengoodtous.org@phukethasbeengoodtous 

 

One of our major sources of funds are the fundraising events we organize

throughout the year. In 2019, we held 5 major fundraisers which helped us

collect almost 1.5 million THB in donations. 

 

Ride 4 Kids

Cafe del Mar - Now You See Me

Family Fun Day at Blue Tree Phuket

International Women's Day

Family Fun Day at Firefly 

139,500 THB 

78,500 THB 

70,000THB 

Angsana Phuket, Firefly at The Pavilions, Blue Tree Phuket,  Café Del Mar and

Metzo's Bistro and Bar hosted these events for us so that we may continue to

provide English education to underprivileged children in Phuket. 

 

450,000 THB 

73,000 THB 

Melbourne Cup Brunch 
386,000 THB 
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
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Lini's Half Marathon 

Chow Down for Charity
161,000 THB 

On November 30th, our brand new

fundraiser was launched: 

Chow Down for Charity. 

 

Exclusive restaurants on the island

kindly donated a table of 10 and

offered our guests a special menu

created for that evening.

 

 

 
THANK YOU! 

SALA Phuket, Trisara Seafood, Taste Bar & Grill, Tatonka, The SIS Kata, Age, The

Plantation Club at The Pavillions, The Presidential Suite at Hilton Arcadia, Pinto

Restaurant at InterContinental Phuket, Ananatara Vacation Club Mai Khao, Paresa,

Two Chef's Bar & Grill and Bampot Kitchen and Bar who all took part into the event and

helped us raise funds for our cause!
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Another important source of funds for us this year was a sponsored Half Marathon in

Vientiane, run by a kind friend of the Foundation, Lini Cientanni.

Lini ran 13 miles to support the education of underprivileged children in Phuket. 

 

We are truly grateful to each of her sponsors for helping Lini raise over 35,000  THB.
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Baan Rim Pa 500,000 baht per annum for 14 years since the
charity's inception in 2005.

 
MontAzure 350,000 baht per annum for 2 years since 2018,
for sponsorship of English Integrated Studies Primary year 3

Phuket Condos & Homes, Property in Phuket  385,000
baht per annum for 6 years, since 2014, for sponsorship of
Teacher Yulya.

Blue Horizon  200,000 baht a year for 2 years to cover Visas
and Work Permits for our team.
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DONOR RETENTION

Throughout the years, we have been receiving the support of 4
major sponsors, each providing a significant financial
contribution to he charity.

AXA XL - who for 3 years sponsored English Classes for Primary
Year 2.
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Sponsor A School

Baan Rim Pa Restaurant Group

Baan Rim Pa Restaurant Group sponsors the entire 

English programme at Baan Kalim School

Sponsor A Teacher

Phuket Condos & Homes
Property in Phuket

Together, these companies sponsor 

Teacher Yulya at RPG 36 School

Grants
ASEAN Events

Sponsors Primary 1 EIS at RPG 36 School

Sponsor Work Permits and Visas

Blue Horizon Developments

Sponsors work permits and visas for the 

team

OUR SPONSORS
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Sponsor A Class

Anantara Vacation Club Mai Khao

Sponsors Kindergarten at RPG 36 School

Stilebridge Groundwork

Sponsor Primary 6 at RPG 36 School

The Chava Resort, Surin Beach

AustCham

Sponsor Primary 2 EIS at RPG 36 School

Sponsors Primary 3  at RPG 36 School

Nonprofit Support

Global Giving Badge

Montazure 

Sponsors Primary year 3 EIS at RPG 36 School

OUR SPONSORS
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Global Giving enable us to raise funds all over

the world
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We receive a regular stream of donations throughout the year from

visitors and supporters. Donations include items for our teachers

and office such as A4 and A3 paper, laminating sheets, notebooks,

clipboards, printer ink, refillable whiteboard markers, etc. 

 

We also receive donations of Coconut Club supplies and birthday gifts

for our residential students. In kind donations mostly come from

travelers and locals who visit our school and join Coconut Club for one

or more afternoons.
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IN KIND DONATIONS
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURES

Sponsor a Teacher, Class, Child
27.8%

Individual Donations
17.7%

Grants
10.1%

Events and Fundraisers
44.4%

2019 Revenue

2019 Expense

Teacher Stipend and Volunteer Costs
50.1%

Administration
21.9%

Fundraising Catering Costs
14.1%

Thai Staff
6%

Travel and Auto
3.8%

Visas and Work Permits
3.1%

Teaching Supplies
1%

A copy of our audited 2019 accounts are available upon request.
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Sponsor a Child, Class or Teacher 

Support our fundraising events

Donate a prize for our silent auction, help us sell tickets, or sponsor

our printing or other essential event costs

Organise your own community fundraising event 

Join us at Coconut Club and bring a project for the children to work on

Bring in-kind donations of teaching supplies

Make a monetary donation

Support our Christmas Tree Campaign at your hotel or restaurant

For more information on ways to help the Foundation, contact Tina Hall. 
Tel: +66-(0)-801-439-554 

tina@phukethasbeengoodtous.org
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED
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THANK
YOU!
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