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As the first half of the Thai school year comes to a close, we reflect on the 2021/22 school year so far. We
know that this has been even more challenging for the students at Kamala School than the previous year.

Children who live at Kamala School during term time come back to school June 2021.

After a two month break due to the pandemic, the residential children, who stay at school during term
time, came back to live at Kamala School on 9th June.
We gave revision sheets for the children to work on, at home if they live in Kamala village, or in school if
residential. When the school was certain that there would be no COVID outbreaks from the residential
children returning, our students were able to resume classes on June 21st. However, just like in the first
months of the 2020 school year, classes for the primary levels were conducted in the mornings from 8am
to 12pm and the secondary levels in the afternoon from 1pm to 4pm. This set up meant that the school
could split the bigger classes into more rooms, keeping desks separate and minimizing physical contact
between students.
During the long summer break, the children were back at home with their families, where it was safest
amidst the pandemic. The students shared with their teachers that they had kept themselves busy by
helping with the household chores, reading books, some learned to cook by assisting in the kitchen, and
a few successfully grew vegetables in their backyard. One of them even had the chance to accompany his
father on a fishing boat. But we found that most of them had missed school, the learning, their friends
and their teachers.
In our first revision lessons, their PHBGTU teachers were delighted to see that the students remembered
most of the concepts we had learned in previous years, just like they did when they came back to school
in Term 1 last year, after 3 months of school break due to the extended lockdown. Their teachers were
also delighted with the children’s excitement at being back in class and their desire to learn.

Back to school June 2021, teaching primary year students with desks separated and masks on.
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Pre COVID, every day after class, the children who have to live at school during term time due to familial
reasons had the opportunity to participate in different activities, organized by our teachers and
volunteers. This Coconut Club offers art projects, outdoor actives, bingo, skateboarding, cooking club and
beach cleanups. Since the start of the new school year in June we have not been able to run Coconut
Club due to COVID restrictions. After lunch, when their classmates go home the primary school children
living at school have Homework Sessions on tables set up outside. PHBGTU teachers and volunteers help
the students with their homework and teach some new English words. It is a good chance for students to
practice their English outside the classroom. Our teachers can show support and have positive
interactions with students. When students feel supported, they are more likely to trust their teacher,
engage in the learning process and have better academic outcomes. We want to be close to the residential
students as, living away from their family for much of the year, they need а positive role model, support,
and someone they can trust. Our teachers believe it is crucial to build a rapport with the students and
these relationships are more even important — and more challenging — than ever in uncertain times, like
during this coronavirus pandemic.

PHBGTU teachers join the children aged 6 to 13 who live at school at their afternoon homework sessions.

Mid July Government schools closed until COVID numbers could be controlled. The residential children
remain living at school, where they are safe. Their PHBGTU teachers organized English Enrichment
Classes for the primary year age groups. In the mornings we provided fun outdoor English sessions for
small groups of students split according to age. It’s a great chance for the kids who live at school to
practice their language skills in a more relaxed and informal setting. We focused mainly on improving the
children’s conversational skills, their active perception of the language, and pronunciation. The goal is not
just to understand a foreign language, but also to be able to spontaneously react and speak. We teach in
a fun way through engaging activities. A small number of learners, between 5 and 10 children in each
group, had direct contact with their English teachers every day.

Monday 19th July, first enrichment classes run by PHBGTU teachers during the current school closure.
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From 18th August, as well as giving homework sheets, our teachers have started Online Learning for those
children able to gain access to a device and internet. This is important for the children living in the village
who were missing interaction with their teachers and classmates and who could only revise topics, not
learn new subjects.

Wednesday 18th August PHBGTU Teachers started online learning.

These are the first ever online classes for students attending Kamala School and we are hugely proud of
the research and extra work our teachers have done to make them such a success. PHBGTU teachers are
now teaching English, Mathematics in English and Science in English online lessons for Primary Year
groups 1 to 6. Above you can see our teachers set up on the roof of our office. Those students able to log
on are excited to be learning with their teachers and classmates again. The teachers are thankful to be
able to move on to new topics, explaining new concepts to the children and seeking their feedback. After
class the students send photos of their class and homework to their teacher via LINE groups.
Not all children living in Kamala village are able to join online classes. However, we are delighted to have
seen an average of 68% of the village students logging in as their parents have, or are able to borrow,
devices and wifi. We are researching how many families need support to get online. Should online
learning need to continue next term, we will put out a call in the wider community for second hand devices
and lend them to students in need.

Students on the EIS programme learn English, Mathematics in English and Science in English online.

For the month of October ‘school’ will be out for half term holidays. We are hopeful that schools around
Thailand will be able to reopen when term starts again 1st November; we look forward to being able to
recommence English classes and Coconut Club. If this is not possible, we will continue online learning and
homework until the students can come back to their classrooms.
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How can you help?
Order Christmas Cards Drawn by Coconut Clubbers
5 talented artists at Kamala School designed these beautiful
Christmas cards (and won a prize in our Christmas art competition
last year!). If you’re in Thailand and would like a pack of 5 (one of
each picture) please donate 300 baht or more to our bank account
(below) & email your address to info@phukethasbeengoodtous.org
If overseas, please donate 400 baht or more to cover postage.

Sponsor a Child
The Pandemic has severely impacted our finances; we have not been able to run fundraising events and
our major sponsors have not been able to support us. For 10,000 THB a year you can support all the
expenses for one underprivileged child's English education and afterschool activities at Coconut Club. Our
fully qualified, hugely experienced Teachers provide English and Mathematics and Science in English
classes to over 250 disadvantaged primary school children in Kamala School. Together with our volunteers
they run an afterschool Coconut Club. The club is open to the 230 children aged 6 to 18 who live at school
during term time as they are orphans, or their families are not able to look after them safely at home.

Our English programme is essential. Our teachers offer the children the opportunity to learn English and
they give them a lifelong love of learning. With our teachers' encouragement, the children can go further
with their education and get a better job. With your help we can support them daily, give them the
childhood they deserve and a brighter future for them and their families.
If you wish to find out more about sponsoring a child or how to help us with our work, please contact Tina Hall
on +66 (0)80 143 9554 or Tina@phukethasbeengoodtous.org or you can make a donation to:
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/PHBGTU
or

Siam Commercial Bank - Patong Branch
SWIFT Code: SICOTHBK
Savings A/C Name: Phuket Has Been Good To Us Foundation
Savings A/C #: 601-2-71944-7
(Please let Tina know if you do kindly donate!)

THANK YOU for supporting children’s charity Phuket Has Been Good To Us!
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WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

AND ALL OUR FRIENDS WHO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT US!

If you want to find out how you can help PLEASE contact Tina Hall on
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