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Updates from Kamala School

In March, the students we teach in Kamala School completed the Thai school year and took their final exams.
As we wait for the children to return to school in the middle of May, we look back on the second half of the
2021/22 school year.

At the beginning of term we studied online from 1st to 14th November. Thankfully, on 15" November,
following ATK tests for all students and teachers, we were happily able to return to school for classes.

ATK tests for all children and teachers. Even the little ones are so brave, they understand this is something they have to do.

Our first graders had the chance to step into the classroom again. It is amazing how they are able to adapt to
the changing times but, at the same time, heartbreaking because it is not what is supposed to be normal at
their age. For our little 7 year old Primary year 1 students we break their large class into smaller groups to
ensure more teacher-student contact time. Most of these children have not been to kindergarten because
of the pandemic and so 2 to 3 years of learning has been taken away by the special COVID driven
circumstances. When we are in school, we try to give them back what they have missed. They are so excited,
and very engaged in every question and answer activity.

Utilizing spaces around the school - it’s difficult to learn to sit on a chair at a desk all day.
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For the younger Primary year students, we try to move around the school, sit in circles in outside spaces. We
focus on more experiential learning, using space for the little ones to explore and breathe as opposed to
having them just seated in the class. This is especially important for reading group sessions and helps to make
up for the lost phase of their student life. Eventually they will have to also learn certain rules and routines
like when sitting for a senior exam but there’s plenty of time to train them for that.

The younger children love to read books and
‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?’ is
one of their favourites. It does a wonderful job of
teaching colors, animals and rhyme to the
children. Easy-to-follow rhyming text captivates
students’ attention and encourages them to
wonder what they’ll see and read next!

For the older students, also, our teachers are thrilled to be able to have in class learning. We are grateful to
MontAzure for continuing to support our English programme during these difficult times, ensuring we can be
there for these children. In-class, the older students can learn to socialize, and they benefit from working in
groups and pairs. For Mathematics in English and Science in English classes, in particular, the children benefit
from experiencing hands on learning with blocks in mathematics and experimentation in science.

Working in groups and pairs is beneficial at all ages, as is hands on learning
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Unfortunately, as the second term went on, over the new year period COVID numbers increased and we had
to return to online teaching from 4th January onwards. But thanks to a grant from Living Waters Phuket, our
teachers have the IT equipment to ensure online classes run smoothly for the students.

When our welcome, relaxing circle time at the beginning of class isn’t physically possible due to online
learning, we introduced an ‘easy morning talk’. Whilst waiting for the other students to join in, we use the
first 15 minutes of our time before the class starts to check in on our students, ask them how they are doing.
Students are allowed to talk and express themselves freely, show things they are excited about with the
group, such as a resident cat, and also ask how their friends are.

This is the third year of online teaching due to this pandemic. We have been amazed by how quickly our
primary students grasped the essential IT skills needed to fulfill their tasks. To keep on motivating them to
achieve their goals, we keep on exploring and introducing new ways for the students to experience learning.
Gamification of formative assessments through online live and self-paced competitions as well as use of
simulations to understand scientific concepts have been introduced. Their PHBGTU teachers have found that
students love to be able to continue learning at their own pace and have a personalized practice time on
certain topics they need to work on. It also takes virtual socialization to a whole new level - that they all feel
very much still a class, a big team, wherever they are learning.

PHBGTU Teachers use Kahoot! - a game-based learning platform. The students can use this in class and afterwards for homework.
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Looking back, since the second Thai school term started on 1st November 2021, the pandemic has
unfortunately continued to impact the disadvantaged children’s lives in Kamala. About 50% of this last term
has been spent learning online, leaving the children living in school isolated from their families and school
friends. Unfortunately, the Thai teachers at school have not introduced online learning and so PHBGTU online
classes are the only way the children living at school connect with the outside world and their classmates.

Online learning for children living at Kamala School, using devices from PHBGTU.
Our teachers were delighted to see the older students on standby to assist the younger children during their online classes.

We are looking forward to school reopening in May, when we hope the pandemic will be under control and
the children will have a full year of in-class learning ahead of them. But, if we have to teach online for part
of the year, both the students and our teachers are ready for the challenge. Our teachers are also excited
to launch our Living Waters Phuket Computer Lab in class and after school — more about this in our next
newsletter!

Our English programme is essential. Our teachers offer the children the opportunity to learn English and they
give them a lifelong love of learning. With our teachers' encouragement, the children can go further with
their education and get a better job. With your help we can support them daily, give them the childhood they
deserve and a brighter future for them and their families.

Thank you to our supporters for helping to make all of this possible for these disadvantaged children.

If you wish to find out more about sponsoring a child or how to help us with our work, please contact
Tina Hall on +66 (0)80 143 9554 or Tina@phukethasbeengoodtous.org or you can make a donation to:
Siam Commercial Bank - Patong Branch

SWIFT Code: SICOTHBK

Savings A/C Name: Phuket Has Been Good To Us Foundation

Savings A/C #: 601-2-71944-7

(Please let Tina know if you do kindly donate!)

THANK YOU for supporting children’s charity Phuket Has Been Good To Us!
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On Saturday 26th March, 80 guests enjoyed an exquisite afternoon tea on the
spectacular lawns of The Vanderbilt Estate, with all proceeds donated to Phuket Has
Been Good To Us. Beautiful artwork and fabulous boat cruises were kindly donated for
live auction and a matching grant of 300,000 baht was received from Living Waters
Phuket Foundation, resulting in the party raising 800,000 baht. Almost sufficient funds
for us to employ two qualified, fluent English speakers for a year, this donation ensures
that the charity will be there for the underprivileged children when this pandemic is
behind us.

Desperately in need of funds due to the global pandemic, we are hugely thankful to
friends of the Foundation Mohan Murjani and Sukanya Panyalert (Khun Yui) who opened
the Vanderbilt Estate for this spectacular charity event as well as to those who kindly
donated the fabulous live auction prizes:

5 Star Marine, Asia Global Yachting, Quintessential Artwork, Savan Yacht,
Soul of Asia, The Slate, Underwood Design.

The fundraiser would not have been possible without the kind support of:

5 Star Marine Phuket, Angsana Laguna Phuket, Asia Global Yachting, Chem Hair Salon,
Celine Masson, Courtyard by Marriott Phuket Town, Devas' Lounge, InterContinental
Phuket Resort, Exotic Voyage, Full Moon Brewworks, Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort &
Spa, InterContinental Phuket Resort, John Baldwin, John Underwood, La Moet, Living
Waters Phuket, Marriott Merlin Beach Resort, Mohan Murjani, Monsoon Tea, Passion
Restaurant and Bakery, Quintessential Artwork, SAii Laguna Phuket, Soul of Asia,
Sukanya Panyalert (Khun Yui), Thavorn Beach Village Resort, The Barrel, The Four Points
by Sheraton Phuket Patong Beach Resort, The Nai Harn, The Savan Yacht, The Slate,
The Vanderbilt Estate Team, The Wedding Bliss Thailand, Vanderbilt New York.



WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

VANDERBILT

ESTATE

AND ALL OUR FRIENDS wHO CONTINVED TO SUPPORT
US THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES!

If you want to find out how you can help PLEASE contact Tina Hall on
Tina@phukethasbeengoodtous.org
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